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CODE OF ETHICS 
 

 
 
As a Member of  The West Of England Border Collie Club and one dedicated to furthering the objectives 
of the Club as laid down under Rule 1 I agree with the above Policy Statement.  I will endeavour to 
comply with a code of ethics based on the minimum guidelines as follows: 
 
a. When breeding, keep in mind at all times the Breed standard. 
 
b. Sell puppies, stock, directly to new owners only, and not to a dealer. 

 
c. Provide the purchaser with a written and comprehensive diet sheet. 

 
d. Ensure the puppies are wormed and provide information to the purchaser regarding further 

wormings.  The purchaser should also be given full details regarding vaccination and immunisation 
programmes which have been started and/or are yet to be carried out. 

 
e. Where possible the breeder should provide the purchaser with a written fact sheet on basic rearing 

and training. 
 

f. Provide a full “back up” service, ie to be available to give help and advice willingly at all times. 
 

g. Agree to take back or help re-home whenever necessary and at any age. 
 

h. Keep a record of all litters and the names and addresses of all puppy purchasers. 
 
i. K.C. and/or I.S.D.S. register all puppies unless previously agreed otherwise with the purchasers.  In 

the case of a defect it will be acceptable to sell a puppy without papers.  Endorsements will also be 
accepted, but the purchaser should be informed beforehand and the reasons explained.  All puppies 
will be provided with a minimum of 3 generation pedigree at the time of purchase unless agreed 
otherwise with the purchaser. 

 
j. Agree to regularly Eye Test and preferably Hip Score all breeding stock and not to breed from 

known C.E.A. carriers.  In the interests of keeping the Breed gene pool open and to preserve the 
working characteristics of the Breed, the following guidelines may help when using I.S.D.S. 
registered stock.  All such animals should be expected to carry a current eye test certificate.  Very 
few will have been Hip Scored, but if the dog is an active and regular worker over fairly rough 
terrain and has reached the age of  5 +  years without showing any signs of unsoundness of hip 
problems, then it would be unlikely to have a high Hip Score. 

 
k. Ensure the best possible care (including veterinary treatment if necessary) to all your dogs, 

particularly breeding stock/puppies. 
 

l. To accept that dogs, like people, grow old and may need special care and attention.  Therefore to 
love and care for any animal for all of its natural life during your ownership. 

 
m. Ensure that all adult animals are wormed regularly at least 6 monthly intervals (this is for their sake 

as well as a safeguard to young children), whether worms are seen or not.  It is advisable to worm 
for tapeworms once a year. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND BORDER COLLIE CLUB 
RULES  

 
1. The aim of the Club is to promote all aspects of the Border Collie.Activities to include Breed Showing, 

Obedience, Agility, Working Trials & Stock Working. Also to encourage the routine Hip Scoring and 
Eye Testing  of all Member’s dogs. 

 
2. The Club shall consist of :Chairman,Vice-Chairman, Hon.Secretary, Hon.Treasurer and up to 14 

Committee Members and an unlimited number of Members,and may also include a President. 
 
3. Management of the Club shall be composed of the Chairman. Vice-Chairman 

Hon.Secretary,Hon.Treasurer and up to 14 Committee Members. 
 
4. Committee meetings shall be called by the Hon.Secretary as often as is necessary or by the Chairman, 

President or by any two Committee Members. 
 
5. An attendance of five currently serving Committee Members (which must include the Hon.Secretary) 

shall form a quorum for the transaction of Committee business. 
 
6. In all matters of dispute, the Kennel Club is the final Court of Appeal. 
 
7. Any matters arising that are not covered by the rules shall be dealt with by the Committee. 
 
8. The Officers & Committee shall hold office for a period of three years at a time.Any two Members may 

nominate as many Members as there are places to serve on the Committee.Members not seeking re-
election must inform the Hon.Secretary in writing at least 7 Weeks before the date fixed for the A.G.M. 
The election of the Chairman and committee members will take place at the AGM by ballot by those 
present at the meeting.  Should any candidate receive equal votes thereby bringing the total number of 
committee to more than the permitted number the committee shall select by lot which candidate shall be 
selected. The Committee shall have the power to coopt Members on to the Committee in the event of 
positions becoming vacant between General Meetings. Those co-opted shall only hold office until the 
next General Meeting of the Club at which an election of Officers and Committee takes place. Each 
Member shall be entitled to one vote immediately upon acceptance of Membership.Voting shall be by 
secret ballot.Note:Joint Membership,one vote per each Member of the partnership. 

 
9. The President may  hold office for five years and shall be elected only from accepted nominations. 
 
10. The Chairman shall be elected in the same manner as other Committee Members, but the Hon.Secretary 

and the Hon.Treasurer shall be elected by the serving Committee. 
 
11. Candidates for Membership must send their application to the Hon.Secretary who may seek the approval 

of the Committee for each application.When first approved the Members will be sent a copy of the 
rules.If any applicant does not meet with the approval of the Committee, the subscription will be returned 
to him/her. The Committee reserves the right to refuse Membership application. The subscription must 
accompany the application for Membership. The annual Subscription shall be such amount as agreed by  
the Members in a General Meeting and notified to the Kennel Club. Membership renewals fall due on the 
1st January each year but for those Members joining after 1st October the subscription shall cover the 
period from 1st January immediately following.   The Club will make a list of Members and their 
addresses available for inspection if required by the Members of the Club, or by the Kennel Club. 

 
12. The financial year shall be from 1st January to 31st December. 
 
13. Members wishing to resign must do so in writing. No part of their subscription is returnable and no claim 

may be made against the Club. 
 
14. The West of England Border Collie Club shall not join any Federation, Societies or Clubs. 
 
15. Expenses properly incurred by the Committee on the Club’s behalf shall be defrayed out of Club funds. 
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16. Club funds will be paid into a Bank Account in the name of The West Of England Border Collie Club. 

Accounts shall be kept by the Hon.Treasurer and shall be audited annually by an appointed 
auditor.Withdrawels shall only be made on the joint signatures of two Officers from a group of three 
appointed by the Committee. 

 
17. The Annual General Meeting shall be held in the month of February each year and it’s purpose will be 

to consider reports from the Officers, including the balance sheet,  and to discuss items on the Agenda.  
Notice of the Meeting shall be served at least 8 Weeks before the date of the Meeting.  All nomination 
for the Committee and items for the Agenda should be received by the Secretary not less than 14 days 
before the Meeting. 

 
18. The Rules of the Club may not be changed except at an A.G.M. or S.G.M., notice of which includes 

details of the proposal to alter the Rules. Such alterations shall not be brought into force until the 
Kennel Club has been advised and has given it’s approval of the alteration.  No business shall be 
transacted at the A.G.M. unless notice thereof appears on the Agenda with the exception of routine 
matters which, in the opinion of the Chairman of the Meeting, are urgent. 

 
19. Any Member who shall be suspended under Kennel Club Rule A42j(4) and/or any Member  whose 

dog(s) is/are disqualified under Kennel Club Rule A42j(8) shall ipso facto cease to be a Member of the 
Club for the duration of the suspension and/or disqualification.  If  the conduct of any Member shall, in 
the opinion of the Committee be injurious or likely to be injurious to the character or interests of the 
Club, the Committee of the Club may , at a meeting  the notice convening which includes as an object 
the consideration of the conduct of the Member, determine that a Special General Meeting of the Club 
shall be called for the purpose of passing a resolution to expel him/her.   Notice of  the S.G.M. shall be 
sent to the accused Member, giving particulars of the complaint and advising the place, date and hour 
of the Meeting that he/she may attend and offer an explanation.  If at the Meeting, a resolution to expel 
is passed by a  two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting, his/her name shall forthwith  be 
erased from the list of Members, and he/she shall thereupon cease for all purposes to be a Member of 
the Club except that he/she may, within two calender months from the date of such  Meeting, appeal to 
the Kennel Club upon and subject to such condition as the Kennel Club may impose. 

 
20. If  the Club expels any Member  for discreditable conduct in connection with dogs, dog shows or 

working trials, the Club must report the matter in writing to the Kennel Club within seven days and 
supply any particulars required. 

 
21. Any trophies which are offered to the Club must be as an outright gift, which must be stated in writing 

by the donor.  All  trophies must be fully insured.  Perpetual trophies can only be held by members of 
the West Of England Border Collie Club. Should membership cease, for any reason, then all such 
trophies must be returned to the Cup Steward immediately.  Receipt of all perpetual trophies must be 
recorded at the time of presentation.  The date for  the return of trophies shall be decided and advised 
by the Cup Steward. Such trophies must be returned, cleaned, to the Cup Steward on, or before, the 
agreed date, or immediately if requested by the Cup Steward or Committee. 

 
22. Any property of the Club shall be vested in the Committee. Should the Club be wound up, a General 

Meeting shall be called and the remaining assets after all payments of liabilities, shall be divided 
amongst the members at the time of dissolution, provided that no Member receives a sum in excess of 
the single annual subscription. Any funds remaining after such a distribution will be disposed of, 
preferably to an organisation approved by the Membership for the furtherance of the Club’s aims, and 
if no such organisation is found, to assist an organisation responsible for the wellbeing of dogs 
generally, and such organisation must, in the view of the liquidator, be non profit making.  A final 
statement of accounts with a record of the disposal of the property of the Club shall be forwarded to 
the Kennel Club within six months, and the persons named as Officers and Committee of the Club, 
will be held responsible by the Kennel Club for the proper winding up of the Club. 

 
23. The Committee may call a S.G.M. when necessary and must do so when requested by ten Members in 

writing, stating in full the purpose for which the meeting is being called.  Notice of a S.G.M. and 
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Agenda shall be sent to all Members 35 days or more before the date of the meeting.  No business other 
than the original  business of the S.G.M. shall be transacted.  Resolutions shall only be passed if they are 
supported by two-thirds or more of those Members present and voting. 

 
24. Judges shall be selected and invited by the Show Secretary from those names suggested by the 

Committee or General Membership. 
 
25. Any Committee Member who fails to attend three consecutive Committee meetings without satisfactory 

explanation, shall thereby vacate their seat on the Committee. 
 
26. ANNUAL RETURNS TO THE KENNEL CLUB. The Officers acknowledge that during the month of 

January each year, Maintenance of Title fee will be forwarded to the Kennel Club by the Secretary for 
the continuance of Registration, and that by the 31st July each year, other returns, as stipulated in Kennel 
Club Regulations for the Registration and Maintenance of Title of Societies and Breed Councils and the 
Affiliation of Agricultural Societies and Municipal Authorities be forwarded to the Kennel Club. The 
Officers also acknowledge their duty to inform the Kennel Club of any changes of Secretary of the Club 
which may occur during the course of the year. 

 
27. The Secretary acknowledges their duty to inform the Kennel Club of the month in which the Club’s 

Annual General Meeting will be held and to notify the Kennel Club of any subsequent amendments to 
that date. 

 
28. No person whilst an undischarged bankrupt may serve on the Committee of or hold any other office or 

appointment within a Kennel Club Registered Society/Club. 
 
29. In joining the Club, Members understand that their name, address and telephone number may be 

published as a Club Document unless the Secretary is otherwise notified in writing. They also agree that 
their name, address and telephone number may be kept on computer record. 

 
30. THE  W.E.B.C.C. MEMBERS PUPPY LIST 
 

1. POLICY STATEMENT 
a. As per rule 1 of  the West of England Border Collie Club’s constitution, the Club’s aim is to 

promote and encourage all aspects of the Border Collie including Hip-Scoring and Eye-Testing of 
all Member’s dogs and litters. 

 
b. All breeding stock should be of good health, type and sound in body and mind.Dogs of a nervous 

and/or aggressive nature do not make good pets, show, working or breeding stock any more than 
those with physical defects. 

 
c. The Club aims to promote a healthy breeding programme by encouraging Members to breed only 

from Eye Tested and where possible Hip Scored stock.  With the present resurgence of C.E.A. in 
the Breed, it is strongly recommended that complete litters are Eye Tested for C.E.A. at six weeks 
of age.  The Club will be pleased to publish details of litters screened.  Litter screening will help 
all responsible breeders by enabling them to detect animals which carry this gene so that they may 
be withdrawn from future breeding programmes.  When a pup/adult is found to be suffering from 
C.E.A. it means that BOTH parents MUST be carriers of the hereditary defect. 

 
d. It is inadvisable to breed from i) males with missing testicles, ii) animals with mouth faults, iii) 

animals with other characteristics untypical of the Breed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


